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ABOUT US

Arms Wide Open is a public benefit Association established
in response to the Ukrainian refugee crisis in March 2022.

Our mission is aimed at helping people affected by
humanitarian crises to recover and rebuild their lives.

Our vision is to deliver high-quality and cost-effective
programs in close collaboration with local institutions and
partners to support the integration of refugees in Bulgaria.

Our objective is for migrants and refugees to be protected,
cared for and independent in a society of just and
welcoming communities.




OUR TEAM

Arms Wide Open was created as an initiative of a group of volunteers from different
nationalities and professional backgrounds who have been actively involved since the first

days of the war in Ukraine in a number of initiatives and organizations to help refugees in
Bulgaria.

ANNA HAKMAN NATALI TODOROVA ALEXANDER
/Chairman of the Management /Program Director/ MARCHENKO
Board/ [Director "Youth Programs"/



OUR TEAM

The organization works actively with displaced families from Ukraine, which
consist mostly of women and their children. Our work focuses on assisting
families with professional development and social integration programs.

VASIL TRETIAKOV MILENA GEORGIEVA BISER SMILENSKI

/Deputy Chairman of the Board/ /Administrative Director/ /Member of the Management Board/



OUR TEAM

Interpersonal interactions allow our team to establish a strong bond and build trust with
and among community members, which is the foundation for collaboration, sharing and
active participation in our projects, increasing their effectiveness and sustainability.

MARIA KACHARAVA LYUDMILA IVANYUK DIMITAR DIMITROV

/[Founding member of the /Finance Director/ /Coordinator "Youth Programs*/
Association/



OUR TEAM

Many of the specialists included in the Association's team are Ukrainian refugees who
have successfully integrated over the last two years and are ready to provide their
knowledge, skills and support to people in a similar situation - forced to leave their
homeland and rebuild their lives.

IRINA BELEY VALENTINA SOLODKA LILIA LEVITSKA

/Teacher in ,Karapuz“ | Teacher in ,Karapuz“ kindergarten / / Musical supervisor /
kindergarten/



OUR TEAM

In this way, we do not simply provide job for the refugees, but we give them an

opportunity to develop their professional activities despite the difficulties faced at the
Bulgarian labor market.
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OLENA SKRINICHENKO OLEKSANDR LOVUSHKIN VERA STOYANOVA

/ psychologist / /Mpenoaasare no 6aet/ [Teacher of Bulgarian language/



OUR TEAM

Our team also employs many local specialists, who continuously go through various
courses and training to improve their qualifications.

VALERIA GEORGIEVA KRISTINA NIKOLOVA LALITA KOSHEL

[Teacher of Bulgarian language [Teacher of Bulgarian language and | Teacher of Bulgarian language /
and literature/ literature/



2023 IN NUMBERS L. Q

400+

Refugees passed through our education programs
in 2023
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2023 IN NUMBERS
100+

Adults who have passed through our psychological support
programs, Bulgarian and English language courses, professional
capacity building

250+

Children benefiting from our educational and

KATETO,

AOEPOBOA cultural programs

50+

Visited our all-day kindergarten Karapuz




“Education is the most powerful weapon
which you can use to change the world.”

— NELSON MANDELA
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OUR
PROJECTS

The activities and projects of Arms Wide Open
are based on the specific needs of the target
groups we work with. After the complex and
difficult process of adaptation, the time has
come for active support for integration -
Bulgarian  language courses, education,
orientation in the labor market, psychological
support and socialization.

We believe that the integration process is two-
sided and we always rely on joint activities with
the local society. In our projects, we work
purposefully with local organisations,
companies, institutions, volunteers and active
citizens.


























































